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2 Standing Items 

2.1 Approval of minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes of the Code Modification Forum (“CMF”) Meeting of 21 October 2020 were 

agreed and approved. 

For supporting information, to be read in conjunction with these minutes, please see the 

slides presented at the 16 December 2020 Zoom Meeting. 

 

2.2  Review of action items 

The actions from the previous CMF Meeting of 21 October were reviewed and discussed 

The Transporter gave an update on open actions as per slide 4 of this meetings 

presentation pack. 

Action Item C572 would remain open, the Transporter confirmed that it would monitor, on 

an ongoing basis, the initial 25% Tolerance for RNG Entry Points. 

Action Item C575, which requires the Transporter to furnish data to the CRU in 

connection with a review of SPC Settings for CNG Offtakes, would remain open.   

Action Items C572 and C572 would remain open. 

2.3 GNI Update re Impact of Covid 19 

The Transporter reported demand on the system was strong with sectors affected by 

Covid-19 returned or trending to return to normal levels. Field operations were ongoing as 

normal with planned maintenance back on target. As usual only essential work would be 

carried out over Christmas period with Industry being notified through the GMARG Forum.  

2.4 GNI Scheduled Maintenance Update 

The Transporter reported that there was no change from its report to the October meeting 

and referred to Slide 6 which, as with the Slide furnished in October specified the two 

scheduled maintenance activities for the Gas Year 2020/21. The first scheduled activity 

was on 19 May 2021 and involved Bellanaboy Station Testing, valve check and validation 

at Cappagh South and would take one day. The second activity involved ESD testing at 

the Corrib Terminal on 8 September 2021 and was planned to coincide with annual Corrib 

https://www.gasnetworks.ie/corporate/gas-regulation/service-for-suppliers/code-of-operations/code-modifications/code-modification-forum-meetings/
https://www.gasnetworks.ie/corporate/gas-regulation/service-for-suppliers/code-of-operations/code-modifications/code-modification-forum-meetings/


 

4 | Code Modification Forum Minutes  

Operator planned maintenance. The Corrib Operator referred to a recent outage at 

Bellanaboy and the associated remit notice. 

 

2.5 Gas Quality Update 

The Transporter, referring to Slide 7, gave on update on National Grid’s indicative 

timelines for the UK gas quality consultation process; 

➢ IGEM GQ standard finalised in Q1 2021 

➢ UK Government impact assessment consultation process commences in June 

2021 with Parliament amending GSMR Regulations during Q2 2022 

➢ Unified National Code (UNC) process to modify GQ specifications in Network 

Entry Agreements during Q3 2022 

➢ First wider-spec gas forecast to flow in Q2 2023 

The Transporter referred to Slide 8 which gave an update on the Transporter’s proposal 

to lower the CV minimum requirement for biomethane entry points on the Transmission 

Network. Analysis was being carried out by the Transporter who had also commissioned 

a report from consultants. The Transporter had requested Industry to work with OEMs to 

assess possible impacts and some feedback had been received leading to some bilateral 

meetings.  A further update would be presented to the January 2021 CMF Meeting and, in 

the interim, industry comments / queries were welcome and should be directed to 

Yvette.jones@gasnetworks.ie 

 

 

3 Code Modification Proposals 

3.1 A087 – New Framework for Suppliers in PPM Market 

The Transporter reported that the legal text was finalised and circulated to the Mailing 

List. The consequent five-week consultation process was to end on 21 December. The 

associated Deed of Covenant agreed with the Front Office Service Provider would be 

circulated.    

 

3.2 A096 – Data Sharing Agreement/ A096A- Model Clauses to address 
a Hard Brexit   

mailto:Yvette.jones@gasnetworks.ie
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The Transporter reported that the consultative review on this Proposal was now 

completed with all documentation in relation thereto furnished to the CRU for its 

consideration. The CRU reported that it was intended to close out this Proposal in Q1 

2021    

3.3 A101- Amendment to Code of Operations to facilitate the extension 
of the Daily Capacity Booking Window  

As agreed at the October meeting a virtual Workshop Meeting took place on 17 

November. The Transporter stated that the Minutes of this Workshop would be circulated 

later that week. The CRU reported that it was briefing its section Director in the matter 

and hoped to finalise its position before the end of January 2021  

3.4 Status of Code Modification Proposals  

The Transporter summarised the present position in relation to Code Modification 

Proposals. There were now four live current Modification Proposals. 

 

Number Proposal Proposer Status 

    A087 
New Framework for 

Suppliers in PPM Market 
                 GNI 

Live/Implementation 

process review 

A096     Data Sharing Agreement GNI 

Consultation 

complete/under CRU 

review 

A099                
  CNG Supply Point 

Capacity Setting                 
                  GNI                             In abeyance 

A0101 
Extension of Daily Exit 

Capacity Booking Window 
ESB Live/Under review 

 

4 Other Agenda Items 

 

4.1 GNI Review of Code of Operations 
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The Transporter reported on its’ ongoing review of the Code of Operations. Some of the 

provisions were no longer relevant and were the subject of now unnecessary 

systemisation procedures on the Transporter GTMS IT system which presently had over 

600 functions. It was intended to remove references to the Inch Storage Facility and the 

Inventory Storage Product.  

The review was starting at Part C (Capacity) and the Transporter referred to two 

suggested Proposals specified at the last meeting,  i.e. a Proposal  to transfer Capacity 

Overrun Charge receipts from the Disbursements Account to the GNI Transportation 

Account and, a second Proposal to  remove the maximum annual cap on overrun 

charges.  

The Transporter had  requested Shippers to consider these proposals referring them to 

their operational/billing sections where relevant stating it would welcome any comments/ 

queries and it intended that, if no adverse reaction was received, it would proceed to 

initiate and circulate the Proposals (which might be incorporated in one Proposal) in 

advance of the next meeting.    

 

4.2 Gas and Electricity Interaction 

The Transporter referred to Eirgrid recent warning on tightness in the power sector, which 

was compounded by the closing of two peat-fired generation stations which contributed to 

the paramount importance of gas-fired stations. The Transporter referred to Slides 16 -18 

which focussed on Power Station output through 2020 to date. While wind generated 

power exceeded gas fired power in the months of March and October in all other months 

it was exceeded by other power sources. 

4.3 Brexit – Customs Returns Update 

The Transporter referred to three slides referring to the fact that there was only 15 days 

until the end of the Transition Period with political negotiations set to continue in the 

coming week. The Transporter remained confident that that there will be no adverse 

impact on natural gas flows, even in the absence of a future partnership agreement. The 

Transporter was prepared for all scenarios, including that of a no deal, and encouraged 

shippers to do same. 

In relation to gas exports from GB to RoI (governed by HRMC) the Fixed Transport 

Operator (GNI(UK)) will be responsible for completing export declarations. From 2021 

entries into the declarant’s records will be made over a calendar month and followed by 

information submitted to HRMC systems via a supplementary declaration to HMRC by the 

fourth working day of the following month. A decision on Virtual Reverse Flows remained 

outstanding as was the customs value to be applied to gas movements. 
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In relation to imports from GB to RoI (governed by Irish Revenue) the customs declaration 

must be lodged, at the latest, by the time the goods are presented to customs. The 

importer is responsible using Entry in Declarants Records. This means that Shippers must 

record relevant information to a customs declaration in their own IT systems. Irish 

Revenue are applying EIDR processes for Shippers involving monthly declarations 

(Shippers did not need to obtain AEO status). Revenue had yet to determine VRF 

treatment but had suggested declarations from exporting Shippers. Gas movements from 

RoI into N.I. will not be subject to customs declarations under the Northern Ireland 

Protocol. 

A discussion then ensued among participants as to the benchmark customs value on gas 

movements. The CRU indicated that, in the interest of good governance, this discussion 

should be removed offline between participating Shipper participants.  

4.4 CRU Consultation on TAR NC Art.28 review of Levels of Multipliers, 
Seasonal Factors and VRF 2021/22 

The Transporter made a presentation on slides 21-38 in relation to the prescribed CRU 

review of levels of multipliers, seasonal factors and levels of discounts on products (in this 

case VRF) under Art.28 of the Tariff Network Code. The CRU pre-empted the 

presentation by stating that it intended to go into consultation early in the new year and if 

Industry wished to make preliminary submissions, they should be submitted by 6 January 

next. 

In opening its’ presentation, the Transporter noted that the statutory criteria for the review 

were; 

1. To facilitate efficient gas trade and competition  

2. To promote non-discrimination and avoid cross-subsidisation of other network 

users 

3. To ensure cost reflectivity and minimise volatility 

The Transporter referred to the ACER report on levels of multipliers and seasonal factors 

among EU members taking into account those: 

• Utilising a daily within day rate above the average of 2.26 (including Ireland) 

• Utilising a daily and within day multiplier of 2.5 or above 

• Using seasonal factors 

• Using higher within day prices than daily 

The Transporter was going to look at four scenarios with each scenario presented with 

reference to three sectors; 1) Power, 2) Large I&C, and 3) Residential and small I&C; 

1. Current multipliers and seasonal factors  

2. No seasonality and overall reduction  
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3. No seasonality and current multipliers 

4. Current multipliers and seasonal profile based on probability of peak day 

calculation 

These four scenarios and their implications were illustrated on slides 28-36 and four main 

points emerged; 

➢ The level and profile of the multipliers has an impact on tariffs and revenue 

distribution 

➢ The Transporter recognises that the multiplier profile needs to be reviewed and 

updated  

➢ That the outcome of the review needs to consider the impact on customers and 

the recovery of costs across different customer groups 

➢ That the Real Day Probable Usage approach has the least impact on tariffs and 

on the redistribution of revenue recovery amongst customers. 

At the conclusion of the presentation Shipper Representatives queried the data on which 

the scenarios were based. The CRU, which had received all relevant spreadsheets and 

data indicated that it would decide on what would be disseminated in due course. A 

Shipper Representative commented that the scenarios seemed to be a bit drastic and the 

supporting data would have to be available for inspection. A Shipper Representative 

queried the data for daily multiplier rates across the EU and was informed by the CRU 

that this was available in the ACER report. Several requests were made by Shippers that 

the initial submission date was extended past 6 January to which the CRU responded that 

this deadline was not changing but if Shippers want an extension for extenuating 

circumstances that they should make their case to the CRU.   

4.5 Any Other Business (1) Transportation Invoices – Late Payment 

The Transporter referred to a developing trend of a minority of Shippers being late in 

paying their transportation invoices. The Transporter wished to issue a gentle reminder to 

Shippers of their obligation for payment of invoices within specified dates. The 

Transporter was working with the Shippers in question but wished to remind the meeting 

that where invoices are not paid in full by the fifth Business Day after a Due Date by a 

Shipper it can make a Demand on a Shipper’s Financial Security Cover as well as further 

options. 

4.1 Any Other Business (2) GNI Presentation – “Ireland’s Gas Network 
– a national asset” 

The Transporter introduced a recent publication promoting the value and importance of 

the gas network system to Ireland. The link to the document is; www.gasnetworks.ie/gas-

report-2020/ 

4.1 Any Other Business (3) Access Agreement Consultation 
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The Transporter reported this purely procedural consultation relating to the Transporter’s 

Interconnector Licence with Ofgem.  There are no proposed changes to existing 

connection agreements. Details of the consultation would be uploaded to the Transporter 

Transparency Portal in due course.  

 

 

5 Open CMF actions 

ID Action Responsibility Date Raised Delivery Date 

C572                     

Transporter to monitor the ongoing 

basis the adequacy of the initial 25% 

Tolerance for RNG Entry Points  

 Transporter 27/3/2019                  Ongoing 

C575                         

Transporter to furnish required data to 

CRU in connection with tariff review in 

relation to Supply Point Capacity 

Settings                     

Transporter/CR

U 
25/3/2020 Ongoing 
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6 Calendar of meetings for 2020 

CMF Date Location 

27TH January 2021 (Wednesday) Zoom Meeting 

24th March 2021 (Wednesday) Zoom Meeting 

16th June 2021 (Wednesday) Zoom Meeting 

18th August 2021 (Wednesday) Dublin 

20th October 2021 (Wednesday) Dublin 

15th December 2021 (Wednesday) Dublin 
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7 Attendees 

 Name Representing 

1 
Andrew Kelly GNI 

2 
Kieran Quill GNI 

3 
Ike Udobi GNI 

4 
Doug O’Brien GNI 

5 
Brian McGlinchey Vermillion 

6 
James Tyrell ESB 

7 
Richard Harper Nephin Energy 

8                            
Dermot O’Kane Marex Spectron 

9                         
Kirsty Ingham ESB 

10                                   
Bryan Hennessy Naturgy 

11 
                                 Kevin Murray  BGE 

12 
Johnny Byrne CRU 

13 
Christina Sykes Shell 

14 
David Horan Aughinish 

15 
James Tyrell ESB 

16 
Keith Deacon AXPO 

17 
Paul Barnett 

Manx UA 
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18                    
                                  Terry Burke               Equinor 

19 
Mark Phelan Electric Ireland 

20 
Sinead Obeng Gazprom 

21 
Stephen O’Hare GMO-NI 

22 
Diarmuid Murphy Tynagh 

23 
Paul Hoey Electric Ireland 

24 
Eoin McGurk BGE 

25 
Nicolas Lincoln Nephin 

26 
Joanna McNeill GMO-NI 

27 
Sean McParland Energia 

28 
Chris George Gazprom 

 
  

 


