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Code Modification Forum Meeting Minutes 
 

6th December 2017 
 

Location: Clayton Hotel, Cork 

 
 

Attendees 

 Name Representing 

1 Andrew Kelly GNI 

2 Kieran Quill GNI 

3 Catherine Philpott GNI 

4 Wayne Mullins GNI 

5 Kevin Murray Bord Gais Energy 

6 Andrew Pearce  BP 

7 Henk Kreuze Vermilion 

8 Martin Regan EBI 

9 Anna Gilmore Shell  

10 Keith Deacon Tynagh 

11 Brian Mullins             GNI 

12 Aine Spillane                   GNI 

13 Kieran O’Sullivan            GNI 

14 Delores Sanchez          ELECTROROUTE 

15 Ben  Ades               GM&T 

16 Chris George             GAZPROM 

17 Clive Bowers                   ESB GWM 

18 Vivion Grisewood                   Aughinish  Alumina  

19 Brian McGlinchey                   IOOA 

20 Kieron Carroll Kinsale Energy 

21 Paul Barnett Manx Utilities 

22 Richard Harper  Ceres Energy 

23 Daniel Ward CRU 

24 Sarah McCauley CRU 

25 Jack O’Connell  Advisor to CRU 

26 Karen Trant CRU 

27 Derek Scully Energia 

28 Tom Hegarty GNI 
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29 
Terry Burke(joined late by conference 

call) 
Statoil 

 
 

1. Approval of Previous Minutes 

 The minutes of the Code Modification Forum of the 11th October were agreed and 

approved.  

- For supporting information, to be read in conjunction with these minutes, please see 

the slides presented at the October meeting. 

 

2. Review of Action Items 

 The actions from the previous CMF Meeting of 11th October were reviewed and 

discussed. 

 The Transporter gave an update on open actions and those completed, as per the 

accompanying slide.  

- It was agreed that, as proposed, action items C538, C543, C551, C554 and C555 

would be closed. 

 

3. General Items Update 

 The Transporter stated that a further revision (Version 5.02) of the Code of Operations 

will be released in the coming weeks, to reflect the following CRU approved 

modifications: 

- Code Mods A071, A079, A080, A081 and A082. 

 

4. GNI Scheduled Maintenance Update  

 The Transporter presented an overview of GNI’s Planned Maintenance Programme for 

the 2017/18 Gas Year (as per Slide 12). 

 The Transporter noted that there are no IT maintenance updates to report (as per Slide 

14). 

 

5. Code Modification A080 ‘Option to Provide Monthly Settlement from 

Disbursements Account’ 

  Legal Drafting for A080 has been finalised and sent to CRU for approval 

 A080 has been implemented since 1st October 2017. 

 The Transporter noted that Shippers should expect to see the first monthly Disbursement 

Account settlements in their November Billing Statements. 

 The Transporter made a Presentation to the Meeting detailing the features of the Monthly 

Disbursement Account Regime (as per Slides 16 and 17). 

 

https://www.gasnetworks.ie/corporate/gas-regulation/service-for-suppliers/code-of-operations/code-modifications/code-modification-forum-meetings/2017-code-modification-fo/23082017-Code-Modification-Forum-Minutes.pdf
https://www.gasnetworks.ie/corporate/gas-regulation/service-for-suppliers/code-of-operations/code-modifications/code-modification-forum-meetings/2017-code-modification-fo/23082017-Code-Modification-Forum-Slides.pdf
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6. Code Modification A083: ‘Interruptible Capacity at Non IP Entry Points’ 

 

It was agreed at the CMF Meeting on 11th October that the Upstream Operator 

would examine the Entry Point Procedures and contractual arrangements at 

domestic entry points and revert back to the December CMF Meeting. The 

Transporter reported that after discussions with the Operator at the Bellanaboy 

Entry Point and pursuant to the Bellanaboy Administration Agreement and 

Section 3.8 Part H of the Code of Operations it was agreed as follows; 

1. The parties to the Agreement would write to GNI requesting that only 

parties to the Agreement shall be entitled to book Entry Capacity at the 

Point 

2. GNI to ensure that this request is given effect within GTMS by assigning 

Bookable Contracts to only those parties  

3. It is the responsibility of parties to the Agreement to inform GNI of any 

changes to the Shippers entitled to book Entry Capacity at the Point 

4. This new requirement shall come into effect on a date that GNI notifies to 

the parties following receipt of the instructing letter 
 

 

 

7. Intra-day Nomination Patterns and Profiles 

 The Transporter noted that despite the continued engagement with Shippers, both at 

operational and senior management level, the pattern of significant upward Entry 

Nominations at Moffat late in the Gas Day is persisting. The Transporter informed the 

Meeting that it intended to raise a Code Modification Proposal to incentivise Shippers to 

at least nominate their Metered /Deemed Exit flows at particular points during a Gas Day. 

The reasons for this measure were: 

1. Continued operational stress on the system, in particular, the compressors on the 

Scotland on-shore system 

2. Concerns expressed by National Grid 

3. Unnecessary Transactional costs 

4. Distortion of VRF product availability/offering 

 

ID Action  Responsibility 
Date 

Raised 

Delivery 

Date 

C543 

This Action Item will remain open for 

two weeks for consideration of any 

Industry comments on the proposed 

agreement between the parties to the 

Bellanaboy Administration Agreement 

and the Transporter after which, if 

appropriate, the instructing letter will be 

issued. 
 

 

Transporter 06/12/2017 17/01/2018 
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The Transporter referred to National Grid Slides (Slides 23-25) 

- A Shipper Representative commented that it should be noted that the VRF product was 

being negatively affected by this nomination pattern and that, conversely, prior to the 

introduction of the product it was claimed that it might induce such nomination 

behaviour. 

- In response to a Shipper Representative query the Transporter confirmed that much of 

the late in the Gas Day nominations came from the PowerGen sector.  

- A Shipper Representative stated that the PowerGen sector were bound by INFR 

requirements and did not know their position until late in the Gas Day. 

- The Transporter and a Shipper Representative stated that any such uncertainty did not 

preclude any Shipper from nominating gas it had already burned during the gas day which 

would be unchanged by the power station’s dispatch later in the day. 

- The Transporter stated that if a PowerGen Operator nomination was subsequently 

affected by an Eirgrid notice the Transporter would consider proposals to waive any 

Second Tier Imbalance Charges which might arise- it would be unfair for one Regulated 

Transmission System Operator for complying with the instructions of another Regulated 

Transmission system Operator.  

- A Shipper Representative stated that the difficulties for the Powergen sector should be 

reviewed in a holistic manner and the exact causes, of which they were a number, should 

be identified and a more considered targeted remedy should be designed rather than the 

Transporter’s proposal. 

- A Shipper Representative considered that the Proposal was an over-reaction to the 

problem, that taking balancing actions was a Transporter function. 

- When queried as to what would be the suggested SAP multiplier in the modification 

proposal the Transporter responded that 10% would be an initial figure for consideration 

with the same percentage a suggested tolerance range factor.  

- In reply to a Shipper Representative query as to the effective difference between this 

Proposal and an earlier IOOA Proposal, the Transporter said that the latter Proposal was 

much more feasibly operational for the Transporter. 

- The Transporter confirmed that this problem was solely at the Moffat Entry Point. 

- In response to a Shipper Representative query the Transporter confirmed that the 

Tolerance allowed in its Proposal was for a Shipper’s total imbalance position.  

- A Shipper Representative suggested that there might be a role for a Residual Shipper 

who would enter Nominations at the direction of the Transporter in the early part of the 

Gas Day and who could exit out later on in the Day. The Transporter and CRU questioned 

as to whether the Transporter could within the terms of its Licence and the establishing 

legislation be involved in such a scheme and it would be difficult to envisage a Shipper 

willing to accept such a role. The Transporter confirmed however that it would consider 

the Proposal and reiterated that it would welcome all proposals from industry to address 

this issue. 

- A Shipper Representative queried as to whether a full compliance by Shippers with a 

protocol that they would nominate for gas quantities as they were burned would 

effectively alleviate the Transporter operational problem as many in the PowerGen sector 

might only be burning minimal gas quantities in the early part of the Gas Day. The 
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Transporter stated that such a nomination protocol would be of considerable assistance 

in dealing with the problem.   

- A Shipper Representative confirmed the full implications of the new i-SEM market 

arrangements were now clear to all in the PowerGen Sector and they were now in a 

position to submit Proposals in relation to the Intra-Day Nomination problem which if  

not formalised into a Code Modification Proposal for the CMF meeting on 17th January  

would be formalised before the following Meeting on 7th March. 

- Given the circumstances, the Transporter stated that Action Item C538 would remain 

open and it would consider any Proposal which would alleviate the late intra-day 

nomination pattern 

-The Transporter committed to providing individual data to each shipper to allow it to 

assess the impact of the Transporter’s proposal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Balancing 

 

Timelines 

 The Transporter updated the Meeting with a progress report on GNI development work 

prior to participation on the EBI trading platform (Slide 31). 

ID Action Responsibility 
Date 

Raised 

Delivery 

Date 

C538 
(Raised at 

July 2017 

CMF 

Meeting) 

Transporter to continue consultation 

process surrounding intra-day 

nomination patterns and profiles 

Transporter 05/07/2017 17/01/2018 

ID Action Responsibility 
Date 

Raised 

Delivery 

Date 

C556 

Transporter to issue individual intraday 

data to shippers to help them evaluate 

impact of the Transporter’s proposal 

Transporter 06/12/2017 22/12/2018 

ID Action Responsibility 
Date 

Raised 

Delivery 

Date 

C557 

Transporter to review proposal to 

appoint a Residual Shipper for intraday 

nominations 

Transporter 06/12/2017 17/01/2018 
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- A Shipper Representative questioned the entire length of the process from the initial 

decision to tender for the service. 

- The Transporter stated that the critical pathway to its participation continued to be 

GTMS systemisation of the trading process and in this regard there was continued 

progress referencing the Gantt Chart at Slide 32. 

-The CRU informed the Meeting that it was anxious that GNI would commence 

participation at the earliest opportunity and had communicated that concern to the 

Transporter.  

- The Transporter indicated that it would be in a position to give a more granulated project 

progress report at the January CMF Meeting  

Financial Security 

 The Transporter confirmed that it had decided that there would be no Financial Security 

required from Counterparty Traders with GNI under its Bilateral Agreement. The 

Transporter, in response to a CRU query, confirmed that all Traders on the Platform 

would be liable for imbalance charges.  

Draft Bilateral Contract between GNI and shippers in participating on the platform 

 The Transporter presented a Slide to the meeting (Slide 31) setting out the main parts of 

the draft Document, indicating that it would be circulated within the upcoming week and 

inviting all industry participants to forward any comments they had in relation to it before 

the next CMF Meeting in January. 
 

EBI Trading Platform Activity 

 A representative from EBI provided an update on the progress to date of its Trading 

Platform and presented Slides 47 to 54.  
 

Second Tier Imbalance Multipliers 

 A Shipper Representative raised the question of the responses to the consultation 

regarding Second Tier Imbalance Multipliers noting that there was just two industry 

responses and querying whether the other industry respondents were happy that there 

would be no change. 

-A Shipper Representative responded that it had misinterpreted the Action Item and did 

not see the requirement for feedback. While it was conceded that the increased imbalance 

multiplier had coincided with a reduction in imbalances, the shipper representative 

argued that there had been no evidence that there was a definitive correlation between 

the action and the outcome and that there had not been enough research into the overall 

gas market which was set up to take actions at the early part of the Gas Day. A number 

of factors were influencing Shipper behaviour in this area and it was over-simplistic to 

suggest that it was solely by the level of imbalance charges.  

-The CRU stated that the level of imbalances prior to the Multiplier Increase was not 

sustainable and while it noted the opinions expressed at the Meeting it would need to see 

well based alternative proposals before considering a current change in the charging 

regime. 
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-It was decided to reopen the Action Item regarding the level of Second Tier Imbalances 

and the Transporter would now seek Industry responses as to whether the Multiplier 

should be changed and, if changed, to what rate it should be changed 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.   Proposed Amended VRF Business Rules 

 

 The Transporter recorded that it had forwarded to Industry an overview of Day-

ahead Forward Flow Nominations at the Moffat IP in accordance with Action 

Item C555 and presented two Slides (34 and 35) in this regard, the former 

containing a summary of the main points of the proposed Amended VRF Business 

Rules introduced at the October CMF Meeting and the latter containing a 

summary of the IOOA Response to the proposal (the Transporter indicated that 

all other Industry responses merely sought clarification of the technical aspects of 

the Proposal).  

- A Shipper Representative questioned the amount of Bookable VRF Capacity 

that would be available. The Transporter reiterated the need to consider VRF 

deemed flow in the context of what VRF capacity would be made available. It 

ID Action Responsibility 
Date 

Raised 

Delivery 

Date 

C552 

Transporter to circulate a draft 

Bilateral Contract for industry 

consultation  

Transporter 06/12/2017 17/01/2018 

ID Action Responsibility 
Date 

Raised 

Delivery 

Date 

C553 
Industry to provide feedback on draft 

Bilateral Contract, once circulated 
Industry 06/12/2017 17/01/2018 

ID Action Responsibility 
Date 

Raised 

Delivery 

Date 

C539 
(Raised 

at July 

2017 

CMF 

Meeting) 

Transporter to further provide timelines 

of next steps to further review and 

consult on potential amendments to 

cashout prices and tolerances, after 

finalisation of the tender process to 

secure a Trading Platform Service 

Provider 

Transporter 05/07/2017 

Dependent 

on activity 

on IBP 

Trading 

Platform 

ID Action Responsibility 
Date 

Raised 

Delivery 

Date 

C548 

Industry to provide its views on 

potentially amending the 2nd Tier 

imbalance multipliers (75% and 

125%), previously introduced via Code 

Mod A074  

Industry 06/12/2017 17/01/2018 
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was agreed that a telecon would be organised before the end of the year between 

the said Shipper Representative and the Transporter to discuss this matter. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Gas-Electricity Interaction 

 An Industry participant stated that the decisions regarding i-SEM had now been clarified. 

It was anticipated that there would be a meeting early in January after which Code 

Modification Proposals which would target sub-optimal Intra-day Nomination patterns 

would be formulated. 

 

11. BrExit and ROI Gas Market 

 The Transporter presented three slides (36-38) the first of which set out the issues 

involved, the second referenced the proposed Amendment to the EU Gas Directive 

extending the core principles of EU Energy Legislation will apply to all gas pipelines to 

and from third countries up to the border of the EU’s jurisdiction, and the third provided 

a summary of recent developments in PRISMA which should secure the ability of UK 

TSOs who are shareholders of PRISMA to continue to use PRISMA regardless of status 

of ENTSOG membership 

 

 The Transporter reiterated that it welcomes views and updates from Shippers (many of 

whom operate in both jurisdictions) on BrExit related developments. 

 

12. Transparency Data 

 The Transporter provided an update on the Transparency Project, illustrating proposed 

chart display options and features (as per Slides 41- 44). It was anticipated that there 

would be a working prototype available before the end of December and the project 

should roll-out in April 2018 as scheduled. 

 The Transporter reiterated that there will be functionality to download the data in csv 

format 

 The Transporter will keep industry updated on further developments concerning the 

Transparency Portal project. 

 

ID Action Responsibility 
Date 

Raised 

Delivery 

Date 

C554 

Industry to provide response(s) 

specifying any fundamental changes to 

the key principles of the Proposed 

Amended VRF Business Rules and 

specifying how much booked capacity 

would be available 

Industry 06/12/2017 17/01/2018 
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13. AOB 

 The Transporter presented Slides regarding the impact of the widening of the gas quality 

specification in Great Britain. 

  

 The Transporter stated that in compliance with recent CAM amendments introduced, it 

was offering to Shippers a free-of –charge Capacity Conversion Service for Shippers 

holding mismatched unbundled (Moffat Entry) capacity and Shippers who wish to avail 

of the service should contact GNI 

 

 A Shipper Representative referred to Code Modification Proposal UNC 0636 which 

seeks to update the parameters for the NTS Optional Commodity Charge and its 

implications for gas prices. 

-A Shipper Representative who initiated the Proposal conceded that an effect of the 

implementation of the Proposal would be an increase in the GB gas price which would 

impact import prices into Ireland. 

 A query was raised by a Shipper Representative in relation to the recently introduced 

linepack figures provided by GNI to industry via GTMS. GNI clarified that the 

calculation is the prevailing aggregate entry nominations minus the prevailing aggregate 

exit nominations.  

 The Transporter presented the Code Modification Forum Meetings Diary for 2018; 

 

 17 January 2018 (Dublin) 

 7  March 2018 (Cork) 

 25 April 2018 (Dublin) 

 13 June 2018 (Cork) 

 8 August 2018 (Dublin) 

 26 September 2018 (Cork) 

 28 November 2018 (Dublin) 

 
 

  It was agreed that the next Code Mod Forum Meeting will take place in the Ashling 

Hotel, on the 17th January 2018 commencing at 10.00am. 

14. Administration 
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Action 

Ref 
Action Responsible 

Date 

Raised 
Status 

Response 

Date 

Expected 

Delivery Date 
Priority 

C530 
Release revision Version 5.02 of the Code of Operations which reflects 

any outstanding Code Modifications approved by the CER subsequent 

to the 1st of October 2015 

Transporter 03/05/2017 Open  17/01/2018 High 

C538 
Transporter to continue consultation process surrounding intra-day 

nomination patterns and profiles. 
Transporter 05/07/2017 Open  10/1/2018 17/01/2018 High 

C539 

Transporter to further provide timelines of next steps to further review 

and consult on potential amendments to cashout prices and tolerances, 

after finalisation of the tender process to secure a Trading Platform 

Service Provider. 

Transporter 05/07/2017 Open  

Dependent on 

activity on IBP 

Trading 

Platform 

Medium 

C548 
Industry to provide its views on potentially amending the 2nd Tier 

imbalance multipliers (75% and 125%) previously introduced via Code 

Mod A074 

Industry 23/08/2017 Open 10/1/2018 17/01/2018 High 

C543 

Transporter to consider feedback from Shippers concerning the 

proposal agreed with the parties to the Bellanaboy Administration 

Agreement before notifying the parties to send the required instruction 

letter to GNI 

Upstream 

Operator(s) 
23/08/2017 Open 

22/12/201

7 
17/01/2018 High 

C552 
Transporter to circulate a draft Bilateral Contract for industry 

consultation  
Transporter 11/10/2017 Open  15/12/2017 High 

C553 Industry to provide feedback on draft Bilateral Contract, once circulated Industry 11/10/2017 Open 10/01/2018 17/01/2018 High 

C554 
Industry to provide response(s) specifying any fundamental changes to 

the key principles of the Proposed Amended VRF Business Rules and 

specifying how much booked capacity would be available 

Industry 11/10/2017 Open 22/12/2017 17/01/2017 High 

C556 
Transporter to issue individual intraday data to Shippers to help them 

evaluate impact of Transporter’s Proposal 
Transporter 06/12/2017 Open  22/12/2017 High 

C557 
Transporter to review proposal to appoint a Residual Shipper for 

intraday nominations 
Transporter 06/12/2017 Open  17/01/2018 Medium 

 

 


