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Dear Reader,

Please find enclosed the Site Selection Report for the proposed Strategic Gas
Emergency Reserve (SGER) Project.

The purpose of this report is to document the site identification, assessment,
and selection process undertaken to support the development of the Strategic
Gas Emergency Reserve. The report presents the methodology adopted to
identify and evaluate potential locations, the assessment criteria applied, and
the rationale for selecting site SE7 - Cahiracon, Co. Clare, as the preferred site for
further development of the SGER.

This report’s methodology, developed and approved by Gas Networks Ireland
(GNI), follows a five-step process: project scoping, study area definition, initial
screening, option shortlisting and detailed assessment. This approach
incorporated technical, environmental, planning and financial criteria.

This version of the report has been redacted to remove commercially sensitive,
security-sensitive and confidential information. The redactions have been
applied only where necessary to protect information relating to critical energy
infrastructure, landowner confidentiality, commercial negotiations, and other
sensitive project details.

This report reflects the information available and project status at the time of its
preparation. As the SGER Project has progressed through project development
and Front-End Engineering Design (FEED) activities in 2026, certain aspects of the
project, supporting information, and technical assessments may have evolved or
been updated. The publication of this report is intended to provide transparency
regarding the site selection process undertaken at that stage of the project.

Yours faithfully,

Tom Hegarty
Head of Engineering (SGER)

*** [INTERNAL] ***
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Non-Technical Executive Summary

This report presents the selection process undertaken to identify the emerging preferred site and
pipeline route for Ireland'’s Strategic Gas Emergency Reserve (SGER), a state-led nationally significant
project designed to provide immediate and reliable backup natural gas supply in the event of a major
disruption to the country's existing gas infrastructure. The SGER originates from the Government's
Energy Security In Ireland to 2030" strategy, responds to increasing energy security risks and aligns with

national and European policy objectives.

The approved solution is a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) functioning as a non-
commercial, emergency only facility. The project is intended to be transitional, supporting Ireland’s

climate commitments and facilitating the future integration of renewable gases.

This report's methodology, developed and approved by Gas Networks Ireland (GNI) follows a five-step
process: project scoping, study area definition, initial screening, option shortlisting and detailed

assessment. This approach incorporated technical, environmental, planning and financial criteria.

Primary and secondary constraints were applied to screen potential sites across coastal counties in the
Republic of Ireland. After evaluation, three locations: Shannon Estuary, Bantry Bay and Cork Harbour

were identified as potential locations.

Subsequently twenty-three sites (23) were identified and evaluated to identify the “most aligned”
options. Starting with those sites identified as “most aligned” with the strategic objectives, high-level
schedules were developed to evaluate whether there is a reasonable expectation that they can meet the
N-1 project programme. Based on the Project Programme Alignment evaluation only two sites are
considered as having a reasonable expectation of supporting accelerated delivery of the project “as

early as possible”, namely

e Siet SE7 Cahiracon

The detailed assessment considered key technical, environmental, planning and financial criteria. Based
on the Site and Route Selection methodology the emerging preferred site and route option is Site
SE7 - Cahiracon.

N O (e

rigorous nature of the shortlisting process, only projects which satisfied the technical, environmental
and planning criteria advanced to the final detailed assessment stage. While there were some marginal
benefits associated with the selected site across Technical, Environmental and Planning criteria, the
projected first gas date for each of the sites, coupled with the projected costs, had the most significant

influence on determining the selected site.
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1 Introduction

1

=

<!

Nicholas O'Dwyer Ltd in association with Tom Phillips & Associates have been appointed to prepare
a site and pipe route selection assessment on behalf of Gas Networks Ireland (herein referred to as
the ‘Client’) to assess the most feasible location capable of accommodating a Strategic Gas
Emergency Reserve, owned and operated by Gas Networks Ireland, in the form of a Floating Storage
and Regasification Unit, for use in the event of an interruption to gas supplies (herein referred to

as the ‘Conceptual Development'.

.1 Project Overview

The Strategic Gas Emergency Reserve (SGER) is a state-led, nationally significant project that will
provide Ireland with an immediate and reliable backup source of natural gas in the event of a

major disruption to the country’s existing gas supply.

The Strategic Gas Emergency Reserve (SGER) was established as part of the Government’s
strategic response to growing energy security risks and the need for a stable transition to
renewable energy. It originates from the “Energy Security in Ireland to 2030" report, approved by
Government in November 2023. This report outlined 28 actions under the pillars of

sustainability, affordability, and security.

Action 17 of the plan called for the development of a state-led strategic gas reserve to protect
Ireland against supply disruptions. The decision was informed by lessons from recent global
energy shocks, including the disruption to European gas supplies following the invasion of

Ukraine, and domestic electricity capacity shortfalls.

Following the report, the Government appointed Gas Networks Ireland (GNI) to prepare a
detailed proposal on the optimum solution to deliver a State-led strategic gas emergency
reserve to protect Ireland in the event of an unexpected gas supply disruption, and produce a

detailed recommendation, on behalf of the state.

An assessment of 24 different technical solutions was undertaken by GNI and subsequent
reports set out recommendations, including a Floating Storage and Regassification Unit (FSRU)
as the likely fit for Ireland’s needs. The detailed recommendations are set out in the Preliminary

Business Case for the project which was submitted to Government in April 2024.

The Government approved the development of the SGER in March 2025, confirming that the
reserve will take the form of a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU). The FSRU will be
owned and operated on behalf of the State by Gas Networks Ireland (GNI), as a state-led, non-
commercial, emergency-only facility. This approach is consistent with Ireland’s climate law and
avoids fossil fuel lock-in by ensuring the reserve is temporary, transitional, and does not support

increased gas demand.

For the emerging option for the Strategic Gas Emergency Reserve to be delivered an appropriate

site to accommodate the Conceptual Development and an associated pipeline route connecting
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the onshore facility to the existing National Transmission System (NTS) must be identified.

1.2 Document Purpose
The purpose of this report is to identify and appraise the potential options for the location of the
Conceptual Development and an associated pipeline route connecting the onshore facility to the
existing National Transmission System (NTS). The report will document the assessment and

determine the “Emerging Preferred Site(s)".

The site and route selection methodology was developed and approved by GNI in advance of
initiating any site or route selection activities. The methodology was developed to ensure the
project satisfies the N-1 security of supply standard, as set out in the Preliminary Business Case
(PBC) and endorsed by Government on 4th March 2025.

The methodology is structured to demonstrate compliance with the project need and technical
requirements set out under section 7.2 of this report encompassing the following key

components.

e Marine Infrastructure: LNG jetty, berthing facilities and associated infrastructure for a moored

Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) and visiting LNG carriers

e Onshore facilities: Gas conditioning plant and Above Ground Installation (AGI), metering,

pressure control and odorization.

e Pipeline Connection: A transmission pipeline designed in accordance with IS 328 and relevant

standards, providing a secure link to the NTS.

1.3 Strategic Context for SGER

The approved Preliminary Business Case and specifically the Strategic Case established the
strategic context for the project and made the necessary case for change required to avoid the
negative consequences of a ‘do-nothing’ scenario. The Strategic Case defines the strategic

objectives required for successful project delivery.

The Strategic Case demonstrates that there is a need for a Strategic Gas Emergency Reserve
(SGER). This need is fully aligned with national Government and European policies and
objectives. It is imperative that the project avoids the economic, social and legal consequences
generated by an uncontrolled interruption to the gas supply in the event of a do-nothing
scenario. In addition, a key benefit of the project will be the support it will provide for renewable
electricity through a back-up gas supply and the future transition to hydrogen enabled
infrastructure.

1.4 Legal and Planning Context
There is significant support for the project need and identified conceptual development in
legislation, government strategy documents, and planning policy from national to local level.

This is detailed in sections 4 (Energy Policy Context), 5 (National Context), and 6 (Local Context).

S e
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1.5 Structure of Report
The report is structured as follows:
e Sections 2-6 set out the policy context for the site and route selection, in terms of the

international, European, national and local levels.

e Section 7 sets out the site and route selection process and methodology through a five-step
process from scoping, defining the study area, screening, shortlisting, and detailed
assessment for both the site and the pipeline route. The details of the Emerging Preferred Site
and Route are then laid out.

e Section 8 sets out the report conclusions and recommendations with Section 9 setting out key

actions or next steps that may be identified.

1.6 Definitions

The following definitions are used in this report:

Client Gas Networks Ireland (GNI)

Consultant Nicholas O’'Dwyer Ltd in association with Tom Phillips & Associates

Sponsor Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment (DCEE)
[formerly Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications
(DECQ)]

Project Strategic Gas Emergency Reserve

N-1 Infrastructure | European Union (2010), Regulation (EU) No 994/2010 of the European
Standard Parliament and of the Council of 20 October 2010 concerning measures to
safeguard security of gas supply and repealing Council Directive
2004/67/EC. Article 6 of this regulation introduced an infrastructure
standard (commonly referred to as the N-1 Infrastructure Standard or N-1
for short
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2 Guidance

This section provides an overview of the relevant guidance documents at the international,
level in relation to LNG installations and port development that were pertinent to this site and

route selection assessment.

2.1 International Context

The following sub-sections summarise key international technical guidance in relation to LNG

installations.

2.1.1 SIGTTO Paper No.14
The Society of International Gas Tanker & Terminal Operators Limited (SIGTTO) is an
international body established for the exchange of technical information to enhance safety and
reliability of gas tankers and terminals. SIGTTO has published multiple guidance documents
focusing on (but not limited to) liquefied gas terminals, jetty maintenance and floating LNG

installations.

Site Selection and Design for LNG Ports and Jetties Information Paper No. 14 (IP 14) published in
1997, details the minimum design criteria required for a port (either to be built or altered) to
accommodate LNG carriers. This publication addresses safety issues for LNG ports and focuses
on eliminating slippages at the ship/shore interface and within navigational approach channels.
IP 14 provides guidance for site selection and design of LNG terminals and design criteria for

jetties.

2.1.2 PIANC Reports 116 & 121
The World Association of Waterborne Transport Infrastructure (PIANC) is a non-political and non-
profit organisation which publishes technical reports relating to sustainable waterborne transport

infrastructure. Key reports include:

o Safety Aspects Affecting the Berthing Operations of Tankers to Oil and Gas Terminals
(Report No. 116), published in 2012; and

e Harbour Approach Channels Design Guidelines (Report No. 121), published in 2014.

Report No. 116 identifies significant safety aspects associated with the arrival, berthing and
unberthing of oil and gas tankers at terminals. Impacts of waves, wind and currents in conjunction

with terminal safety management and risk assessment procedures are considered.

Report No.121 provides guidelines and recommendations for the design (i.e., vertical and
horizontal dimensions) of harbour approach channels and the manoeuvring and anchorage areas

within harbours. Report No. 121 also defines restrictions to operations within a channel.
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2.1.3 L.S. EN ISO 28460:2010
ISO 28460: 2010 Petroleum and natural gas industries — Installation and equipment for liquefied
natural gas — Ship-to-shore interface and port operations (ISO 28460:2010) specifies the
requirements to ensure the safe transit of an LNG carrier through a port area, and the efficient

and safe transfer of its cargo. ISO<: 28460:2010 includes provisions for:
e Aship’s safe transfer, berthing, mooring and unberthing at a jetty;
e Cargo transfer;
e Access from jetty to ship;
e Operational communications between shore and ship;
e Ballast water considerations; and
e Liquid nitrogen connection (where fitted).

This Standard only applies to conventional onshore LNG terminals and the handing of LNG
carriers in international trade, however can be used as guidance for offshore and coastal

operations.

2.1.4 BS EN ISO 20257-1:2020
I1SO 20257-1:2020 Installation and equipment for liquefied natural gas — Design of floating LNG
installations — Part 1: General requirements (ISO 20257-1:2020) provides requirements and
guidance for the design and operation of floating LNG installations including for the liquefaction,
storage, vaporisation, transfer and handing of LNG. This standard is applicable to the following

LNG installations:

Floating LNG liquefaction installations (plant);

e Floating LNG regasification installations (plant);

e Floating storage units;

e Offshore, near-shore or docked floating LNG installations;

e Any jetty associated with docked LNG installations, with regards to the mooring; and

e Newbuilt and converted floating LNG installations.

2.1.5 BS EN ISO 20257-2:2021
I1SO 20257-2:2021 Installation and equipment for liquefied natural gas — Design of floating LNG
installations Part 2: Specific FSRU issues (ISO 20257-2) provides specific requirements and
guidance for the design and operation of LNG storage and regasification units (FSRUs; as
described in ISO 20257-1). This guidance is applicable to offshore, near-shore or docked FRSU

(whether new builds or converted) and includes requirements for when an FSRU is moored to a
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jetty.

2.1.6 EN 1473:2021
European Standard EN 1473:2021 Installation and equipment for liquefied natural gas - Design of
onshore installations (EN 1473:2021) provides guidelines for the design, construction and
operation of all onshore LNG installations for the liquefaction, storage, vaporisation, transfer and
handling of LNG and natural gas. These guidelines are applicable for plants which have an LNG

storage capacity over 200 tonnes. EN 1473:2021 is relevant to the following installations:

e LNG export installations (plant): between the designated gas inlet boundary limit and the

ship manifold; and

e LNG receiving installations (plant): between the ship manifold and the designated gas

outlet boundary limit.

The key objective of EN 1473:2021 (page 5) is to recommend procedures and practices that will
result in safe and environmentally acceptable design, construction and operation of LNG plants.
EN 1473:2021 recognises that the position of a jetty at an LNG marine terminal is vital in
determining the risk of the ship/shore transfer operation. It also notes that the provisions in ISO

28460:2010 and IP 14 are highly recommended.

3 Energy Policy Context

3.1 Sustainability policies
Environmental sustainability of energy systems represents the transition of a country’s energy
system towards mitigating and avoiding potential environmental harm and climate change
impacts. Sustainability focuses on productivity and efficiency of generation, transmission and

distribution, decarbonisation and air quality.

Sustainability policies are relevant to this document as they significantly influence the future of
the energy system. For instance, they incentivise changes in the demand for electricity and gas
by, for example, promoting electrification of heat. They also impact the supply of both electricity
(through measures such as promoting renewable energy capacity and phasing out certain fuels)
and gas (for example, by discouraging import of fracking gas and promoting renewable gas).

This section gives a brief overview of the EU and Irish policies relevant for this document.

3.1.1EU
The European Union is at the forefront of climate policy, as testified by the Green Deal package.
The Green Deal," initiated in 2020, comprises a set of policy initiatives aimed at steering the EU

towards a green transition, with the overarching objective of achieving climate neutrality by

VEC, The European Green Deal. Available here

< Maoas LS ciares copper

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

**% [CONFIDENTIAL]



Strategic Gas M, Gas
Emergency Reserve = = Networks
iy Ireland

Strengthening Ireland's Energy Security

2050.

In the subsequent year, the EU enacted the European Climate Law,? which transformed the
political commitment to attain climate neutrality by 2050 into a legally binding obligation. This
law outlines specific targets, mandating the EU to reduce its greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by
a minimum of 55% by 2030 (compared with 1990), achieve net-zero GHG emissions by 2050 at

the latest, and strive for negative emissions thereafter.

Fit for 55 package,® presented shortly after the European Climate Law, set out the necessary
actions to meet the 2030 targets. This package was subsequently updated when the
Commission proposed increased ambition on renewable energy and energy efficiency in the
REPowerEU plan. A key element in the package is the revision of the Renewable Energy Directive,
to help the EU deliver the new 55% GHG target. Under RED 14, the EU was obliged to ensure at
least 32% of its energy consumption comes from renewable energy sources (RES) by 2030. RED
115, which entered into force in November 2023, increased the EU’s binding renewable target for
2030 to a minimum of 42.5%. The aspiration is to further increase this figure to 45%, which will

showcase the EU's commitment to renewable energy.

3.1.2 Ireland
Ireland’s climate ambitions have evolved in parallel with those of the European Union. This
section summarises Ireland’s relevant decarbonisation policies, including the recent strategies

on renewable gases (hydrogen and biomethane).

The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future® was published in 2020 and highlighted
that energy will play an essential role in creating a strong and sustainable Irish economy over
the next decade. The Programme for Government includes a target of 51% reduction in total
emissions by 2030, relative to 2018 levels, and of achieving net-zero emissions by 2050.
Additionally, the Government committed to cease issuing new licences for gas exploration and

extraction and stated its opposition to the importation of fracked gas.

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act of 20217 laid the legal
foundation for Ireland’s transition to a net-zero economy by 2050. This legislation outlines a
2030 interim target (-51%, relative to 2018), sets five-yearly carbon budgets, establishes sectoral

emissions ceilings, mandates an annually updated Climate Action Plan, and introduces a Long-

2 EU (June 2021), Regulation (EU) 2021/1119 of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the framework for achieving
climate neutrality and amending Regulations (EC) No 401/2009 and (EU) 2018/1999 (European Climate Law). Available here

3 e (July 2021), Fit for 55" delivering the EU’s 2030 Climate Target on the way to climate neutrality. Available here

4 EU (December 2018), Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the promotion of the use of energy
from renewable sources (recast) (RED II'). Available here

> EU (September 2023), Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable
sources (recast) (‘RED II). Available here

6 Government of Ireland (2020), Programme for Government - Our Shared Future. Available here

7 Government of Ireland (2021), Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021. Available here
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Term Climate Action Strategy.

The Climate Action Plan 20258 (CAP 25) builds on the CAP2024 and reinforces a
comprehensive road map for actions aimed at halving Ireland’s emissions by 2030. This plan
spans various sectors, including power, industry, buildings, transport, agriculture and land use
and targets a 51% reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2030 compared to 2018

levels and to achieve climate neutrality by 2050.

The plan includes varius sectoral targets across transport, public sector, electricity, built

environment, agriculture and land use.

The plan aligns with COP 28 commitments to phase down unbated coal power and phase out
inefficient fossil fuel subsidies, while accelerating the shift to zero and low carbon fuels well
before mid-century. This includes reducing reliance on natural gas for energy systems in a just

and orderly manner.

Ireland’s present Long-term Strategy on Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions?®, approved
by the Government in April 2023, sets indicative pathways beyond 2030 towards achieving
carbon neutrality for Ireland by 2050. This strategy builds upon the decarbonisation pathways
outlined in the carbon budgets, sectoral emissions ceilings and Climate Action Plan 2024, to

ensure a cohesive and effective approach to climate policy.

The National Hydrogen Strategy'® outlines the strategic vision for the role hydrogen will play in
Ireland’s energy system, by focusing on its long-term role as a key component of a zero-carbon
economy, and the short-term actions that will be implemented in the coming years to facilitate
the development of the hydrogen sector in Ireland. The Strategy considers the needs of the
entire hydrogen value chain including production, end uses, transportation and storage, and

demand.

e Production: Prior to 2030, hydrogen is expected to be produced from grid-connected
electrolysis from surplus renewables. Dedicated offshore plants are likely to become

increasingly important for green hydrogen production.

e Transport: Initially, hydrogen is likely to be transported by truck or used onsite, or
blended in small percentages in the gas network. Hydrogen pipelines (local, and then

national) will need to be developed in the medium term.

e Storage: The National Strategy sees small-scale storage applications as most likely until

2033, and thereafter foresees the use of large-scale storage on a geological scale.

e Demand: Initial demand will come from heavy-duty transport, followed by industry and

power generation (2030-2035). Aviation and maritime are expected to be the largest end

8 Government of Ireland (2025), Climate Action Plan 2025. Available here
% Government of Ireland (2023), Long-term Strategy on Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions. Available here
10 pECC (2023), National Hydrogen Strategy. Available here
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users of hydrogen, but these sectors will take longer (estimated 2035-2040) to develop.

Biomethane also has the potential to reduce emissions in the sector. In Ireland, the
development of a biomethane industry is at a nascent stage of development but there are
significant opportunities. Biomethane has the potential to displace fossil gas in many hard-to-
decarbonise sectors while playing an important role in decarbonising Ireland'’s agriculture
sector. In its National Biomethane Strategy,'’ the Government has set a target to deliver 5.7

TWh per annum of biomethane by 2030.

3.2 Security of supply

3.21

This section outlines the EU and Irish regulations on energy security of supply relevant for this

document.

EU

The EU has developed policies on an incremental basis to address energy security with
relevance to both geopolitics and its climate action ambitions. This section outlines the two
regulations most relevant to this document. Note, however, that in addition to this the EU has
published numerous other regulations that touch on security of supply, especially as a reaction

to the war in Ukraine.

Following a number of Russian-Ukrainian gas disputes in 2006 and 2009, the European
Commission introduced Regulation 994/2010"2 in an attempt to enhance the security of the
gas supply. Published in 2010, this Regulation mandated all Member States to formulate
preventive action plans and emergency plans to deal with crises and to ensure that gas supplies
are guaranteed to households and other protected customers for a certain period of time.
Article 6 of this Regulation also introduced an infrastructure standard asking Member States to
ensure that the necessary measures are taken so that, in the event of disruption to the single
largest gas infrastructure, the capacity of the remaining gas infrastructure is able to satisfy total
gas demand on a day of exceptionally high gas demand, defined as a day occurring with a

statistical probability of once in 20 years.

In 2017, the Commission introduced a new Regulation (EU 2017/1938"3) to further strengthen

gas security by introducing a new and more efficient approach to preventing and mitigating

" Government of Ireland (2024), Ireland’s National Biomethane Strategy. Available here
2 EU (2010), Regulation No 994/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning measures to safeguard security of supply
and repealing Council Directive 2004/67/EC. Available here

13 EU (2017), Regulation (EU) 2017/1938 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning measures to safeguard security
of gas supply and repealing Regulation (EU) No 994/2010. Available here
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possible security-of-gas-supply crises. This Regulation introduced a solidarity principle whereby,
as a last resort, neighbouring Member States would help ensure gas supplies to households and
essential social services in the case of a severe crisis. To ensure better coordination between
Member States there was a shift from a national approach to a regional approach when
designing security-of-supply measures. This approach was also seen as helping to increase the
effectiveness of security-of-supply measures and reduce their costs for EU citizens. Article 5 of
the Regulation restates the infrastructure standard introduced in the 2010 Regulation.
Furthermore, paragraph 3 of the same article specifies that “where appropriate, in accordance
with the risk assessments referred to in Article 7, the competent authorities of neighbouring Member

States may agree to fulfil, jointly, the obligation set out in paragraph 1 of this Article.”

3.2.2 lIreland
Similarly, Ireland has introduced several regulations and actions over the past decade to ensure
and improve security of supply. We outline the key policies relevant for this document.

The National Planning Framework - First Revision '* (NPF) is a revision of the national planning
framework which provides Ireland’s high-level spatial plan guiding growth and development to
2040. The first revision to the NPF updates the 2018 NPF to reflect demographic, economic and
environmental changes. The NPF first revision is a both a vision and a credible development
strategy to shape the national, regional and local spatial development in economic, environmental
and social terms to 2040. The NPF first revision includes 10 National Strategic Outcomes (NSO)
ranging from ‘compact growth'’ to access to quality services'. Page 132 of the NPF First Revision

discusses ‘Energy Security in Ireland’, and notes

“Gas will continue to play a key role to support the secure transition to an energy system, based on
electrification and greatly increased renewables penetration. Ireland imports approximately three
quarters of its gas from the UK and this is expected to increase as indigenous supply from the Corrib gas
field declines. The technical analysis shows that the existing infrastructure and supply sources are largely
able to meet Ireland’s gas demand requirements in the medium- to long-term. It also shows, however,
that a disruption of gas supplies from the UK, for whatever reason, would have a very significant impact
on Ireland’s economic and social well-being. The Package is supported by an Annex “Securing Ireland’s
Gas Supplies” that sets out in more detail, the long-term approach to secure our gas security of supply.
The report sets out a range of mitigation measures, including the need for additional capacity of
indigenous renewable energy, but also energy imports, energy storage, fuel diversification, demand side

response, and renewable gases.”

The National Development Plan Review'> (NDP) is a companion document to the NPF - First

Revision. The NDP Review covers all public capital investment to 2035 and includes Exchequer

14 Government of Ireland (April 2025, National Planning Framework. Available here

5 Government of Ireland (2025), National Development Plan Review 2025. Available here
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funds, the apple Escrow funds, the Infrastructure, Climate and Nature Fund, and proceeds of the
AIB share sales. The plan sets out total investment of €275.4 billion over the 10 year period,
sectoral capital allocations of €102.4 billion for the years 2026 to 2030 and a further €100 billion
for 2030 to 2035. The plan notes that the "in particular, Government has prioritised increased
investment levels in water, energy, transport and housing; to meet the housing needs of our population
and to support future economic growth to improve the living standards of the people of Ireland”. Their
joint publication (NDP Review and NPF first Revision) aligns the Government's investment strategy

with its strategic planning documents to update the previous plans.

The Policy Statement on Security of Electricity Supply,’® issued in November 2021, delineates
several updates to national policy within the framework of the Programme for Government
commitments pertinent to the energy sector. The policy includes Government approval for:

e prioritising development of new conventional generation, encompassing gas-fired and gas
oil/distillate-fired generation, to ensure the security of electricity supply and support the
expansion of renewable electricity generation;

e retaining existing conventional electricity generation capacity until the new conventional
electricity generation capacity is developed;

e considering the potential impact on the security of electricity supply when connecting
large energy users to the electricity grid; and

e considering the appropriateness for additional electricity and gas transmission and
distribution grid infrastructure to be permitted and developed.

Energy Security in Ireland (ESI) to 2030"7 outlines a comprehensive strategy aimed at ensuring
energy security throughout the current decade, all while facilitating a sustainable transition
towards a carbon-neutral energy system by 2050. Published in November 2023, this strategy is
the outcome of an extensive process which involved a thorough review of Ireland’s Electricity
and Gas Networks (CEPA report), an extensive public consultation and an Independent Review of

the Security of Electricity Supply (the McCarthy Report).

Regarding natural gas, the strategy covers both the short to medium and the long term. For the
long term, the document envisions a future with significant reduced gas demand and increased
supply of renewable gas. Actions in this space include studies for long-term gas storage
solutions capable of storing renewable gases (such as the Kinsale gas field study); securing the
existing onshore gas pipelines (from Kinsale field to the transmission pipelines); and ensuring a

fit-for-purpose gas grid (Actions 14 to 16).

16 DECC (2021), Policy Statement on Security of Electricity Supply. Available here
7 DECC (2023), Energy Security in Ireland to 2030. Energy Security Package. Available here.
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For the short to medium term, the analysis highlights the need for Ireland to improve its
resilience in the event of a disruption to the country’'s natural gas supplies. Without
implementation of new resilience measures, such a disruption could lead to unacceptably high

economic and social costs and failure to meet EU N-1 infrastructure standards.

To address this, Action 17 of ESI proposes the implementation of a “Strategic Gas Emergency
Reserve to protect Ireland in the event of a gas supply disruption as Ireland makes a secure
transition to a majority renewable energy”. The strategy underscores that this emergency
reserve is a transitional measure, acting as a bridge to long-term renewable gas storage. It states
that GNI should develop the proposal in consultation with DECC, with the Minister presenting it

to the Government for a final decision in Q2 2024.

The GNI proposal is required to be in line with criteria and requirements determined by the

Government, which include:
e aproposal which can be implemented quickly;

e aproposal which does not inadvertently increase gas demand by increasing the supply
available on the market;

e a cost-effective proposal at the appropriate scale which provides sufficient resilience if a
disruption to gas supply occurs; and

e aproposal which is compatible with the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act
2015-2021.

Securing Ireland’s Gas Supply,’® an annex of the Energy Security gas review, outlines that DECC,

following an extensive consultation with stakeholders, has identified a number of options for
addressing the security-of-supply risk. These are:

e reopening of the Irish offshore for new gas exploration;

e underground gas storage;

e athird gas interconnector to the United Kingdom;

e apermanent onshore facility (LNG storage tanks and import capability); and

e an offshore gas emergency reserve (a floating storage and regasification unit).

3.3 Affordability policies
This section outlines EU and Irish policies as summarised in the previously referenced Securing

18 DECC (2023), Annex 2 - Securing Ireland’s Gas Supplies. Available here
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Ireland’s Gas Supplies report, published by the Government of Ireland in November 2023.1°

3.3.1EU
The EU energy framework covers the regulation of gas markets and security of supply. This
summarises the key elements of that framework. A specific project, once identified, would need
to fall within the framework’s requirements. It is noted that significant changes to the framework
are currently being prepared through the review and revision of the Gas Directive 2009/73/EC
and Gas Regulation (EC) No 715/2009.
e The investment must enhance competition in gas supply and enhance security of

supply.

e The level of risk attached to the investment must be such that the investment would
not take place unless an exemption was granted.

e The infrastructure must be owned by a natural or legal person which is separate at
least in terms of its legal form from the system operators in whose systems that
infrastructure will be built.

e Charges must be levied on users of that infrastructure.

e The exemption must not be detrimental to competition in the relevant market's
supply as referred to in Article 6(2). Where necessary, non-market-based measures
may be applied and should be detailed and justified as part of the Member State's
preventive action plan. Measures contained in the plans must be clearly defined,
transparent, proportionate, non-discriminatory and verifiable.

3.3.2Ireland

A summary of the Government of Ireland’s policy for the cost recovery of the selected strategic

option is provided below. This sets out the initial policy context with regards to who pays and

project affordability.

e Annual operational costs and gas procurement costs associated with a strategic-led

project could be funded by a range of options including through charges levied on
Irish energy consumers through a Public Service Obligation (PSO) levy model or tariff
structure. CRU, as the regulator, has responsibility for determining and calculating
such scheme structures.

e Applying a gas tariff structure involves cost recovery via the existing tariff structure
applied by GNI to recover its capital investment from customers. It uses a tiered
structure whereby charges depend on customer annual quantity and volume used.
Using a tariff structure would imply costs recovered from gas customers only.

e The level of costs recovered by tariffs, if any, would be a matter for CRU as
independent regulator.

e APSO levyis a fixed charge applied to gas customers and potentially to electricity

19 DECC (2023), Energy Security in Ireland to 2030. Energy Security Package. Available here.
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customers.

e Currently in Ireland there is a PSO levy charged, or payments made to all electricity
final customers, to fund schemes designed by Government in support of national
renewable energy policy objectives. Over several years, the PSO has included several
schemes and currently supports the Renewable Electricity Feed-In Tariff (REFIT) and
the Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS), which provides support payments
to suppliers to contract with eligible renewable generation projects.

e Applying a PSO levy across gas and electricity connections could be considered
appropriate given the importance of gas in electricity generation and, particularly,
gas generation'’s ability to address intermittency in renewable energy. Legislative
amendments may be required to provide such an arrangement.

e Any costs recovered through customer bills will be dependent on actual costs,
funding and the final allocation mechanism. However, a broad incremental cost
could be in the range of 1.5% to 2.5% on customer bills, which is in line with current
and historic norms of similar levies (for example, electricity PSO and National Oil
Reserves Agency levy).

The above context set out in the GOI report sets out the initial policy which will be further
considered and developed in the Financial Case.

3.4 GNI strategic objectives
GNI's core business is gas transmission and distribution system operators, and its vision is to
decarbonise the network while enhancing security of supply. GNI recognises that systems
integration is the future and commits to working with relevant stakeholders to deliver this.

GNI's strategy sets out how GNI will continue to operate and maintain the gas network to ensure
safe, reliable, affordable and secure supplies while preparing for a future in which networked gas
enables an integrated energy system to achieve net zero. As part of its strategy, GNI has
identified six strategic ambitions that provide a clear road map to deliver on GNI's vision and
purpose.

¢ Resilient energy network: Transport energy safely and securely today and enable
the transition to a decarbonised future.

e Sustainable energy services: Deliver reliable and affordable energy solutions for
our customers and transition together to transport networked renewable gases at
scale. GNI's Sustainability Strategy has three pillars - Environment, Social and
Governances and is aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

¢ Integrated energy system: Collaborate with key stakeholders for a future in which
networked gas enables an integrated energy system.

e Excellence in operations: Operate in an innovative, efficient and sustainable
manner.
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Energised people: Leverage our past and energise our people to deliver the future

of our network.

Strong financials: Maintain financial strength to facilitate future development of a
resilient and sustainable network.
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4 National Context

The planning system in Ireland is a hierarchy of plans, with national, regional and local plans; with
each plan having to be consistent with any high-order documentation. Figure 4-1 summarises the

key terrestrial and maritime planning policy documents relating to LNG installations.

Planning Policy Hierarchy Maritime Policy

National

National Planning Framework High Level Aims and National Maritime
Objectives Spatial Plan

National-Focus

Regional
Regional Spatial and Economic Policies of Regional Regional Based Approach to
Strategies Significance and Maritime Spatial Planning
Focus for co-operation and
implementation
Local
Development Plan and Local Area | Detailed objectives and Localised land-sea interaction
Plan locally devised approaches e.g. coastal management
planning, Integrated Coastal
Zone Management

Figure 4-1: Relationship between Ireland Planning Policy and Maritime Policy (Source: National Planning Framework, 2018:
98)

4.1 National Planning Framework - First Revision
The National Planning Framework (NPF) - First Revision 2025 (Refer 3.2.2 above)

4.2 National Marine Planning Framework

The National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) is a long term marine spatial framework and is
to be read in conjunction with the NPF. The NMPF details how marine activities will interact with
each other, ensuring the sustainable use of marine resources up to the year 2040. The NMPF
provides overarching marine planning policies (OMPP) which apply to all proposals that are
capable of having maritime impacts and Sectoral Marine Planning Policies (SMPP). The following

OMPP are considered relevant to LNG facilities:

Co-existence Policy 1: Proposals should demonstrate that they have considered how to optimise the
use of space, including through consideration of opportunities for co-existence and co-operation with

other activities, enhancing other activities where appropriate.
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If proposals cannot avoid significant adverse impacts (including displacement) on other activities they

must, in order of preference:
a) minimise significant adverse impacts,
b) mitigate significant adverse impacts, or

¢) if it is not possible to mitigate significant adverse impacts, proposals should set out the

reasons for proceeding.

Infrastructure Policy 1: Appropriate land-based infrastructure which facilitates marine activity (and
vice versa) should be supported. Proposals for appropriate infrastructure that facilitates the

diversification or regeneration of marine industries should be supported.

Social Benefits Policy 1: Proposals that enhance or promote social benefits should be supported.
Proposals unable to enhance or promote social benefits should demonstrate that they will, in order of

preference:
a) minimise, or
b) mitigate

significant adverse impacts which result in the displacement of other existing or authorised (but yet to

be implemented) activities that generate social benefits.

The following objectives and SMPP are considered relevant to ports, energy production and

natural gas storage:

Energy - Natural Gas Storage Objective: Support the development of natural gas storage where
appropriate in the context of the outcome of the review of the security of energy supply of Ireland’s
electricity and natural gas systems. This review is being carried out by Department of the Environment,
Climate and Communications, and is focusing on the period to 2030 in the context of ensuring a

sustainable pathway to 2050.

Natural Gas Storage Policy 1: Subject to assessments required for the protection of the
environment, and only where in keeping with the outcome of the review of the security of energy
supply of Ireland'’s electricity and natural gas systems (which is being carried out by Department of the

Environment, Climate and Communications), natural gas storage proposals should be supported.

Ports, Harbours and Shipping Objective 1: Safeguard the operation of ports as key actors in the

economic wellbeing of the State through the provision of safe and sustainable maritime transport.

Ports, Harbours and Shipping Objective 3: Sustainable development of the ports sector and full
realisation of the National Ports Policy with a view to providing adequate capacity to meet present

and future demand, and to adapt to the consequences of climate change.

Ports, Harbours and Shipping Policy 1: To provide for shipping activity and freedom of navigation
the following factors will be taken into account when reaching decisions regarding development and

use:
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e The extent to which the locational decision interferes with existing or planned routes used
by shipping, access to ports and harbours and navigational safety. This includes
commercial anchorages and approaches to ports as well as key littoral and offshore

routes;
e A mandatory Navigation Risk Assessment;
e Where interference is likely: whether reasonable alternatives can be identified; and

e |Where there are no reasonable alternatives: whether mitigation through measures
adopted in accordance with the principles and procedures established by the International
Maritime Organisation can be achieved at no significant cost to the shipping or ports

sector.

In addition the NMPF (page 119) notes that “Security of supply is a key energy policy objective for
Ireland however it cannot be examined in isolation from sustainability. Natural gas storage
installations and activities could have potential adverse ecological and environmental impacts, which
would need to be identified, analysed and mitigated against as part of the forward planning and

development management stages of marine planning.”

4.3 National Ports Policy
The NPP became operative in 2013 and is a high-level strategic policy document which seeks to
facilitate a competitive and effective market for maritime transport services. The NPP provides
the overarching policy framework for the governance and future development of Ireland's state-
owned port network. The NPP contains legislative and non-legislative measures designed to

address current issues facing the sector and to implement appropriate governance structures.

The NPP categorises the port sector into three levels: Ports of National Significance (Tier 1), Ports

of National Significance (Tier 2) and Ports of Regional Significance.
Ports of National Significance (Tier 1) are ports that:
e Are responsible for at least 15 to 20% of overall tonnage through Irish ports; and

e Have clear potential to lead the development of future port capacity in the medium and

long term, when and as required.
Dublin Port Company, Port of Cork Company and Shannon-Foynes Port Company have been
identified as Tier 1. A key objective of the NPP is for the continued commercial development of
these ports.
Ports of National Significance (Tier 2) are ports that:
e Are responsible for at least 2.5% of overall tonnage through Irish ports;

e Have clear, demonstrable potential to handle higher volumes of unitised traffic; and

e Have the existing transport links to serve a wider, national marketplace beyond their

immediate region.
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Port of Waterford Company and Rosslare Europort meet these requirements and are classified

as Tier 2 ports.

There are 14 ports that fall within the category of Ports of Regional Significance (Tier 3). Of
which, five are stated owned port companies and the remaining nine ports are operated by local

authorities. The five stated owned ports are:

e Drogheda Port Company;

Dun Laoghaire Harbour Company;

Galway Harbour Company;
e New Ross Port Company; and
e Wicklow Port Company.

The NPF defines these Tier 3 ports as those that serve an important regional purpose and/or
specialised trades or maritime tourism. The NPF considers these ports are limited in their future

potential as centres of commercial shipping.

The NPP is currently under review, involving a two-part consultation process. Part 1 involved
consultation on the Issues Paper with the period for submissions closing on the 15™ January
2024. Part 2 will be a shorter public consultation on the Draft Policy paper. The new draft policy

paper is anticipated to be presented to the Irish Government in 2025.

4.4 Pipeline Legislation
The main legislative requirements for approval to construct pipelines are contained in various

Acts including:

e The Gas Act 1976. Under Section 39A of the Gas Act 1976 (as amended) GNI apply to the

Commission for Energy Regulation for consent to construct a transmission pipeline.

e The Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended to include the Strategic Gas
Infrastructure Development Act 2006). Under this Act GNI apply to An Bord Pleanala for

planning permission to construct a pipeline for a certain category of pipeline projects.

4.5 Primary Design Standard
The pipeline shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the requirements of I.S.
328:2021 (Gas Transmission - Pipelines and Pipeline Installations) is the standard specification and
principal technical guidance document in relation to onshore gas transmission pipelines and
pipeline installations. This Standard applies to the design, construction, inspection, testing,
operation, maintenance and decommissioning of steel pipelines and pipeline installations for the
transmission of 15tand 2" family gases, natural gas and substitute natural gas, (e.g. Bio-methane
gas) at maximum operating pressures over 16 bar and temperatures between - 25 °Cand + 120

°C. The upper pressure limit is not defined but in current general practice this extends up to 100
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4.6 Codes and Standards
The following codes and standards may be applicable.
Document Reference Document Title
API Spec 5L Specification for Linepipe
ASME B31.12 Hydrogen Piping and Pipelines
ASME B36.10 Welded and Seamless Wrought Steel Pipe

In addition to the above the following Client documents and procedures may be referenced:
Document Reference Document Title

AM/PR/088 Pipeline Routing Procedure

4.7 HSA Guidance on technical land-use planning advice
The Guidance interprets Health and Safety Authority (HSA) policy on technical land-use planning
(TLUP) advice under the Seveso-Ill Directive (Directive 2012/18/EU of the European Parliament and
of the Council of 4 July 2012 on the control of major-accident hazards involving dangerous
substances, amending and subsequently repealing Council Directive 96/82/EC), as implemented
by the Control of Major Accident Hazards Regulations 2015 (COMAH). The HSA is the statutory
body providing TLUP advice in Ireland, which it does at the request of a planning authority. The
Guidance document explains in detail how the HSA will go about developing the required technical
advice. It identifies sector types and explains, for each sector, the nature of accidents that will be
considered, along with the scientific approach to estimating the likelihood of those accidents

occurring.

4.8 Gas Safety Regulatory Framework for Ireland - Safety Case Guidelines for
Natural Gas & LPG Licensed Undertakings (CRU19155)
This document provides guidelines for gas undertakings (Natural Gas, LPG, CNG suppliers,
shippers, and storage operators) to prepare and maintain safety cases under Ireland’s Gas Safety
Regulatory Framework. These safety cases demonstrate that risks are managed to a level that is
As Low as Reasonably Practicable (ALARP). At the time of writing, this document noted that ‘at the
time of publishing, there are currently no LNG undertakings on-shore within Ireland, under the CRU's

regulatory jurisdiction. As a result, the CRU will not publish requirements for LNG undertakings as part
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of the Safety Case Guidelines main document at this time.’

However, the document noted that LNG undertakings fall under the safety requirements of the
Seveso Il Directive and S.1 209 of 2015 and as such there is likely significant overlap between
the requirements of the CRU and the HSA. Any review of requirements is to consider this
overlap with both CRU and HSA. It is unknow when the relevant requirements for LNG
undertakings will be published.

5 Regional Context

5.1 Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies
Section 63(1) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 and Chapter Ill of The Planning and
Development Act 2000 Amended (Planning Act) requires each regional assembly to prepare and
implement a Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES). A RSES sets out the strategic regional
development framework for a region, with the primary objective to implement the NPF. In

respect to regional economic strategy a RSES addresses (Section 23(2)(b) of the Planning Act):

e Enabling conditions for creating and sustaining jobs;

e Enhancing overall economic performance of a region;

e Proposals for augmenting economic performance of a region; and

e Enhancing regional innovation capacity;
In regard to the regional spatial strategy, Section 23(2)(c) of the Planning Act states that a RSES is
to address the following:

e Location of employment, industrial and commercial development, retail development

and housing;

e The provision of transportation, water services, energy and communication networks,

educational, healthcare, sports and community facilities; and

e The promotion of sustainable settlement and transportation strategies.
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6 Local Context

6.1 City and County Development Plans
Within the Irish planning system, the county or city development plan is the principal planning
strategy document for the development of a local authority area over the statutory time period
of the plan. The development plan gives spatial expression to the physical, economic, social and
environmental needs of the community, in order to support and regulate new development,
enhance valued assets and amenities and protect the environment. Development Plans are valid

for a period of six years.
Section 10(1) of the Planning Act states that:

‘A development plan shall set out an overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable
development of the area of the development plan and shall consist of a written statement and a

plan or plans indicating the development objectives for the area in question.'
Further to this, the key role of the development plan can be summarized as:

e Vision: establishing an inclusive local vision for generating positive change in the future

growth, renewal and protection of the plan area.

e Policy: adapting national and regional policy objectives to the local context and providing
the policy framework within which planning decisions on individual development

proposals can be made.

e Strategy: enabling strategic consideration of all relevant factors, to ensure an equitable,
balanced and transparent approach to decision-making on spatial planning and physical

development issues.

¢ Investment: influencing strategic and local investment in infrastructure and services by
both the public and private sectors, through formulating policies governing the nature,

scale and location of future change and planned development.

e Delivery: balancing competing interests and different future development options in the
common good, to deliver better quality planning and long-term sustainable development

outcomes.

6.1.1 Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028
The Core Strategy of the Development Plan contains the following paragraph:
‘3.5.1.4 North Kerry / West Limerick / Shannon Estuary / Clare Settlement Network

Kerry County Council supports the economic role and potential of the established towns of Listowel,

Abbeyfeale, Newcastle West (Key Town) and Kilrush as economic drivers in a potential North
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Kerry/West Limerick/Clare network connected with the Shannon Estuary referred to as the North
Kerry/Shannon Estuary Network. This includes the Shannon Integrated Framework Plan (SIFP) area

and strategic locations identified under the SIFP as a Shannon Estuary Coastal network.

This area is viewed as a driver for economic growth within the County and Region. There is potential
for innovative projects, collaboration between stakeholders and sectors, infrastructure projects
(including multi-modal transport infrastructure, more frequent public transport services and digital
connectivity) to/from and within the network to unlock the strengths and opportunities. This includes
the County’s Regional Town of Listowel, Ballybunion and support for economic interaction with the
AEC, Strategic Development Sites in the Shannon Estuary, the Kerry Hub and Knowledge Triangle and
cross country boundary connectivity to other settlements in a network 11 (including Newcastle West in

Limerick as a Key Town, Port of Shannon Foynes, Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area etc).’

The following Development Plan objectives are applicable to the potential site and the

Conceptual Development.
‘KCDP 9-23

Support and promote the delivery of the Strategic Development Locations (SDLs) as set out in the SIFP
for the Shannon Estuary subject to the implementation of mitigation measures outlined in the SEA and

AA undertaken on SIFP and zoned in the Local Authority Development Plans.’
‘KCDP 9-24

Support the promotion, marketing and seeking of financial and expert support for the Strategic
Integrated Framework Plan (SIFP) for the Shannon Estuary and specific projects emerging from the
plan. Projects shall be subject to the relevant environmental assessment requirements including SEA,

EIA, SFRA and AA as appropriate.’
‘KCDP 9-25

Promote and facilitate the sustainable development of the Tarbert-Ballylongford landbank for
industry, utilising the presence of deep water, existing infrastructure, natural resources, and waterside
location to harness the potential of this Strategic Location. Proposals for marine related industry,
general industrial development, and particularly those industries creating a synergism with existing
uses and contributing to the development of a strategic energy hub at this location will also be

encouraged.’
‘KCDP 12-1

Support and facilitate the sustainable provision of a reliable energy supply in the County, with
emphasis on increasing energy supplies derived from renewable resources whilst seeking to protect
and maintain biodiversity, archaeological and built heritage, the landscape and residential amenity

and integration of spatial planning and energy planning in the county.’

‘KCDP 12-3
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Facilitate the sustainable expansion of the gas network, including the facilitation of a gas importation
facility in the Tarbert/Ballylongford Landbank.’

Section 12.2 of the Development Plan supports the strengthening of the gas network “to
progress development of infrastructure to enable strategic energy projects in the county,

including the Tarbert/Ballylongford Landbank”.

6.1.2 Clare County Development Plan 2023-2029
The following Development Plan objectives are applicable to the potential site and the

Conceptual Development.
‘CDP6.10
It is an objective of Clare County Council:

To proactively implement the Strategic Integrated Framework Plan for the Shannon Estuary including

the mitigation measures identified in Volume 9 of this Plan; and

To support the promotion, marketing and seeking of financial and expertise support for the Strategic

Integrated Framework Plan for the Shannon Estuary and specific projects emerging there from.’
‘CDP11.44

It is an objective of Clare County Council:

To promote and facilitate the sustainable development, maintenance and upgrading of electricity and
gas network grid infrastructure, to integrate renewable energy sources, thereby creating a secure and
efficient energy supply and storage system for County Clare which is ready to meet increased demand
as the regional economy grows.’

‘CDP11.46

It is an objective of Clare County Council:

To facilitate the delivery and expansion of the natural gas infrastructure throughout the county for
both domestic and business/industry use and to have regard to the location of existing gas
infrastructure in the assessment of planning application;

To promote renewable gas leading to carbon emission reductions in agriculture, industry, heating and
transport as well as sustainable local employment opportunities;

To support the production and storage of green hydrogen and the transition of the gas network to a
carbon neutral gas network by 2050, which will assist County Clare, the Region and Ireland in
becoming a low carbon society;

To support investment in the sustainable development of the agricultural biogas sector and regional

gas supply projects which strengthen gas networks in the region and assist integration of renewable

gas with the grid network;
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To support investment in developing renewable gas and provision of a CNG refueling infrastructure
which will help reduce greenhouse gas emissions in both the agriculture and transport sectors and
support carbon capture and storage initiatives, which have the potential to decarbonize power

generation at scale;

To facilitate the strengthening of the gas network sustainably to service settlements and employments
areas in County Clare and to facilitate progress in developing the infrastructure to enable strategic
energy projects in the county including those identified in the Strategic Integrated Framework Plan for
the Shannon Estuary (SIFP); and,

To ensure compliance with the environmental requirements of Objective CDP3.3 of this plan.’
‘CDP12.1
It is an objective of Clare County Council:

To support and implement the inter-jurisdictional Strategic Integrated Framework Plan (SIFP) for the
Shannon Estuary in conjunction with the other relevant local authorities and agencies. All proposed
developments shall be in accordance with the SEA Directive, Birds and Habitats Directives, Water
Framework Directive and Shellfish Waters Directive, Floods Directive and EIA Directive. All proposed
developments shall incorporate the Mitigation Measures as contained in the SIFP for ensuring the
integrity of the Natura 2000 Network.

To proactively market the Strategic Development Locations in County Clare at Inishmurry/Cahiracon

and Moneypoint as potential locations for future economic development.’

6.1.3 Limerick City and County Development Plan 2022-2028
The following Development Plan objectives are applicable to the potential site and the

Conceptual Development.
‘ECON 056

It is an objective of the Council to support and facilitate the Strategic Integrated Framework Plan for

the Shannon Estuary.’
‘ECON 057

It is an objective of the Council to safeguard the Strategic Development Locations at Foynes Port,
Foynes Island and Aughinish Island for the sustainable growth and development of marine related
industry and industrial development at Askeaton. All proposed developments shall be in accordance
with regional and national priorities and the SEA Directive, Birds and Habitats Directive, Water
Framework Directive, Shellfish Waters Directive, Floods Directive and EIA Directive. Buffer zones shall
be incorporated into proposals for developments where necessary to prese